
 

 

The Undergraduate and Graduate Research 
Symposia are held each spring in the Bone 
Student Center.  The Symposia are open to 
the campus community and the public.   

The Symposia are campus-wide showcases of 
studentsô research, scholarship and creative 
endeavor.  Projects may be completed or in 
progress. 

Entries may be individual or group (see 
group section). 

Each participant will present a poster from             
9-11 unless their individual discipline offers 
an alternate presentation format.  

Posters will be grouped by discipline.  
Feedback forms will be filled out by faculty 
and other participants.  

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE? 

The Symposia are open to all students 
currently enrolled at the university and 
engaged in research, scholarship and creative 
endeavor under the direction of a faculty 
mentor.  

 

Online registration opens December 3, 
2009 and closes February 12, 2010.  

TO REGISTER YOU MUST HAVE:  

Faculty mentor approval  

Met IRB/IACUC/IBC requirements  

An abstract approved by your mentor 

Authorship Listing approved by your 
mentor  

Groups must have chosen a primary 
presenter (see group section) 

To confirm that all materials have been 
received by the Graduate School, please 
check the weekly registration confirmation 
listing at this website beginning January 15, 
2010. 

GRADUATE SYMPOSIUM 

FRIDAY 

MARCH 26, 2010 

9-11      BONE STUDENT CENTER 

UNDERGRADUATE SYMPOSIUM 

FRIDAY 

APRIL 16, 2010 

9-11        BONE STUDENT CENTER 

WHAT IS IT? HOW TO REGISTER 

***ALTERNATE EVENTS***  

Some disciplines will be hosting their own 
events this year.  These departments/schools 
will be listed on the registration form.  If your 
discipline is hosting such an event, consult 
your faculty mentor  prior to registration . 



Posters are displayed from 9-11 in the Bone 
Student Center Brown Ballroom or Old Main 
Room.   

Participants must be available next to their 
poster from 9-11 to explain their work and/or 
answer any questions about the work to 
faculty/students as they view the posters. 

Your poster tells the story of your research, 
scholarship or creative endeavor.  It tells 
symposium guests what you did, why you did 
it, and what you discovered. 

POSTERS WILL BE GROUPED BY 
DISCIPLINE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants from several disciplines will have 
the opportunity to present at events to be 
held in conjunction with the ISU Research 
Symposia.  These events will be held on either 
the Friday of or Saturday after each 
Symposium. 

The format of each event will be determined 
by the participantôs individual department or 
school. 

Each participant should check the 
registration form to see if their discipline is 
holding such an event.  If it is, the participant 
should consult with their faculty mentor prior 
to registering.  If not, the participant is 
required to present a poster at the Bone 
Student Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each participants will present a poster from 9-11 unless their 

individual discipline has arranged for an alternate format.  

POSTERS ALTERNATE FORMATS 



 

 

The abstract title, name of student presenter(s), faculty mentor and mentorôs 

department/school must be placed at the top of the poster.   

A copy of the abstract must also be included within or attached to the poster.  

 

Research-oriented Posters 

should include: 

Introduction (hypothesis, 

reasoning, etc.) 

Objectives (significance of 

research to the field) 

Method 

Results (partial or full)  

Conclusion 

 

Creative Posters should include: 

Introduction (How/Why did you choose the  topic?)  

Objective (What did you hope to achieve?  What inspired you?  What did you want to have 

as a final work?) 

Process (How did you create or develop your work?  What methods did you use?) 

Results (Did the work turn out as you planned?  Why or why not?) 

 

GROUP POSTERS 

Group posters have additional guidelines.  See Group  section. 

ALL POSTERS MUST INCLUDE: 

POSTER REQUIREMENTS 



 POSTERS 

A poster lets you summarize your research, scholarship or creative endeavor in an engaging visual 

format.  Space on a poster is limited, so pick what to present wisely.  Your display should be self-

explanatory and have a logical flow ï viewers should be able to follow the order even if you are 

not present.  Start with a rough draft of your design on paper, using graph paper or Post-it notes 

to simulate sections. 

Keep the following questions in mind while designing your poster:  

Is your organization easy to follow?   Most people read from top to bottom, then left to right.   

Is your text easy to read?  Headings should be at least 36 point text and easily readable from 

at least 6 feet.  All other text should be at least 18 point and legible from 4 feet. 

Is your poster cluttered by too many fonts?   Do not use more than two typefaces.  Instead 

use bold, italic and size to set type differently.  Times New Roman, Arial, Garamond and Verdana 

are suggested typefaces. 

Are your colors distracting?  Stick to a simple color scheme.   

Are your graphics clear and easy to understand?   Avoid elements that do not add useful 

information.  Explanations should be within or next to figures, not refereed to from elsewhere.  

Can you talk about your poster without reading directly from it?  Be ready to discuss 

details that questioners cannot just read for themselves.  People are interested in additional infor-

mation about your work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTATION TIPS 



Once you have designed your poster, you have 

to find the right resources to actually create it.  

Posters may be handmade or professionally 

printed.  Either is acceptable. 

Many students choose to be creative with 

construction paper, photos and drawings.  

The Media Lab (150 SSB) has facilities for 

creating such a poster and has laminating 

materials. 

The Center for Teaching, Learning and 

Technology (ITDC 109) will print posters for 

$10 per linear foot.  For this option you must 

create your poster using Powerpoint (make 

sure to set image size to size of poster).  

Lamination is $2 per linear foot.  Space is 

limited, so contact them early.  

Participants must mount their poster on a  

30òx40ò to 40òx60ò foamboard/matboard.  

Foamboard/matboard may be purchased at 

local stores such as Hobby Lobby.  The Center 

for Teaching, Learning and Technology also 

has a small supply available. 

Check with your faculty mentor for ideas on 

resources available to best prepare your 

poster . 

RESOURCES 

ONLY AN EASEL IS PROVIDED AT THE  

SYMPOSIUM 

POSTER RESOURCES 

Example of a handmade poster.  

Example of a printed poster.  



POSSIBLE RESEARCH-ORIENTED POSTER LAYOUTS 

 Abstract Title,  Name of Student Presenter, Faculty Mentor, Mentorôs Department/School 

Method 

Results Conclusion 

Abstract 

 Abstract Title,  Name of Student Presenter, Faculty Mentor, Mentorôs Department/School 

Introduction and 

Objectives 

Method Results Conclusion 

Abstract 

Below are two possible layouts for research -oriented posters.  Remember to 

address the hypothesis, the objective of the study, the methods you used, what 

your results were and what you concluded from them.  

Introduction and Objective  s 



POSSIBLE CREATIVE POSTER LAYOUTS 

 Abstract Title,  Name of Student Presenter, Faculty Mentor, Mentorôs Department/School 

Introduction  Objective 

Process Results 

Abstract 

 
Abstract Title,  Name of Student Presenter, Faculty Mentor, Mentorôs Department/School 

Photo of  

Creative Achievement / Work  

Introduction  Objective 

Process Results 

Abstract 

Photo of  

Creative Achievement / Work  

Below are two possible layouts for Creative Posters.  Remember to include how or 

why you chose the topic, the objective, the process you used and the final results.  



 

Although each department will have its own 

requirements (check with your faculty 

mentor for details), the following tips apply 

to most oral presentations.  

 

Organize your thoughts.  Start with an outline 

and develop good transitions between sections. 

Remember you will not have your poster with you.  

You need to be able to convey in words all key 

information.  

It is a good idea to have a written version of your 

oral presentation.  You may read your presentation 

or present it more informally.  As a guideline, two 

pages double spaced takes about five minutes to 

read. Either way practice until polished and 

professional.  Imagine a news story about your 

project may help to capture the right tone for 

communicating orally with the public.  

Have a strong opening.  Why should the 

audience listen to you? 

Define terms early.   If you are using terms that 

may be new to the audience, introduce them early 

in your presentation.  Once an audience gets lost in 

unfamiliar terminology, it is extremely difficult to 

get them back on track. 

Finish with a bang.   Find one or two sentences 

that sum up the importance of your work.  

Time yourself.  Do not wait until the last minute 

to time your presentation.  You probably only have 

a certain amount of time to speak, so you want to 

know, as soon as possible, if you are close to that 

limit.  

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 

RESEARCH BASED ORAL PRESENTATIONS 

TYPICALLY INCLUDE: 

Identification (title, your name, faculty 

mentorôs name) 

Introduction (hypothesis, reasoning, etc.)  

Method  

Results (partial or full)  

Conclusion 

 

SCHOLARSHIP / CREATIVE ENDEAVOR BASED 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS TYPICALLY INCLUDE: 

Identification (title, your name, faculty 

mentorôs name) 

Introduction (How / Why did you choose 

the topic?) 

Objective (What did you hope to achieve?  

What inspired you?  What did you want to 

have as a final work?) 

Process (How did you create or develop 

your work?  What methods did you use?) 

Results (Did the work turn out as you 

planned?  Why or why not?) 

ALTERNATE EVENT TIPS 

CONTENT 



More than one person is a group.  Groups 
work together to prepare a poster.  

Each member of a group must register 
separately.  

Primary and Secondary Presenters 

Groups must designate a ñprimary 
presenter ò.  The primary presenter when 
registering will submit the abstract title, 
authorship listing, abstract, and compliance 
requirements.   

All others in the group will be known as 
ñsecondary presentersò.   When 
secondary presenters register, they are not  
asked to submit the abstract title, authorship 
listing, abstract, and compliance 
requirements (as the primary presenter has 
done so). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poster 

Each group member must prepare part  of the 
poster. 

Each member of the group should 
incorporate into their section of the poster 
the area to which they most contributed.  
Each member should be named along 
with their contribution on the poster 
or on a paper attached to the poster.    

For example: 

(Each group with up to four 
participants will be assigned 1 easel; 5 
participants and over will be assigned 
2 easels)  

 

 

 

GROUP REQUIREMENTS 

Groups 

Each member of a group  must    
register separately. 

If you do not register 
separately, you will not be listed 
as a participant in the 
symposium. 

Graphs:  Yvette Hopkins 

Photography:  James Wilson 

Research Section:  Harit Patel 

Conclusion Section:  Jennifer Hernandez 


