






GRADUATE ASSISTANT ADVISEMENT 
 
 

 
Termination of assistantships due to cumulative GPA under 3.0 
In keeping with the assistantship criteria stated below, if a student posts a cumulative GPA under 3.0 
the appointing unit is expected to terminate any assistantship unless the unit has requested and 
received a waiver from the Graduate School.   
 

Graduate Assistant Maintenance Criteria  
The degree program is responsible for ensuring that an assistantship facilitates the progress made by each graduate 
assistant toward degree completion.  If an assistantship is contributing to unsatisfactory academic performance or is 
interfering with the timely completion of a degree by a graduate student, this information should be considered in 
renewing assistantship contracts.  A graduate assistant must maintain a 3.00 cumulative average in order to continue to 
keep his/her assistantship.  
 
 If a graduate assistant’s semester GPA falls below 3.00 but their cumulative GPA remains at 3.00 or higher, 
departments/schools should consider whether continuation of the assistantship will interfere with the graduate assistant’s 
future academic progress in the degree program.  The Graduate School does not need to review this decision.  
 
 If a graduate assistant’s cumulative average drops below 3.00, the assistantship should be terminated by the appointing 
unit.  In special circumstances a request for an exception can be made to the Graduate School. 
 
Waiver requests  
Waiver requests can be submitted as e-mail messages to the University Director of Graduate Studies. 
Please be certain that students are aware that waiver requests are not granted automatically. They 
will be considered on a case by case basis and the appointing unit and graduate coordinator will be 
informed of the decision. 
 
The message should address  

• the student’s academic performance and any extenuating circumstances 
• likely impact of a continued appointment on the student’s chances to return to good academic 

standing 
• performance on the appointed tasks for the assistantship 

 
For appointments held outside the student’s graduate program, those academic assessments must 
come directly from the student’s graduate coordinator—not the appointing unit.  
 
Consequences of semester GPA under 3.0  
Please take special notice as well of any graduate assistants in your department/school whose 
semester GPA is less than 3.00, even if their cumulative GPA is at least 3.0.  Termination or 
continuation of assistantships for those students is up to the department/school and does not require 
petition to the Graduate School. Please inform each student of your decision as soon as possible. 
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